Norm Coleman
Forum Speech, Harvard University
November 16,2009

Oneof mog amazing behind-the-scenes convesationsin American politics took place onatrain
in Indianain early October, 1948 It was exactly four weeks before the presidential election and
Harry Truman was whistle-stopping his way through the Midwest. Hewasridingin his private
car with histruged aide Clark Clifford. Thebuz thos dayswas abouta Newsweek article tha
was aboutto be published with the predictionsof 50 noted political experts on the outcome of
the Truman-Dewey race. After oneof the early stops Truman asked Clifford, QVha does it
say?0 QVha do you mean?0Clifford replied. QVha does the Newsweek story say?0 O don®
know,Osaid Clifford. Oresyoudo. | saw you slip off thetrain and go buy a copy at thelast
stop. Tha® probably the Newsweek rightthere unde your coat.O Busted, Clifford handed the
magazineto Truman. It said that 50 out of the 50 experts were predicting a Dewey victory, mos
by alanddide Truman looked at the article for afew minutes and said, O know every oneof
those fellowsE and not oneof them has enoughsense to poundsand down arat hole.O

A lot of people have expressed tha opinion toward expert commentary, some tha comes out of
esteemed academic inditutions like Harvard. Truman@® opinion, of course, had the bendfit of
beingright, of course. Americaliked hisforthright style and centrist agendaand independents
swept him to an improbable victory four weeks later.

In political and government circles, thereis thetendency to over-complicate smple truth. After
all, we have newspapers and broadcasts and textbooksto fill. Tonight, | want to express and
suppot a simple propostion: tha Americaisa center-rightnation today, asit has been for
geneations andit iscalling outfor leadership tha is unifying rather than divisive and bold in its
vison of wha Americacan be

| was amayor for eightyears and a Senaor for six. | havelived at thetop and thebottom of the
padlitical/govenmental foodchan. | have won electionsand | havelog them. So | cameto
Harvard to shae alittle of what | have learned along tha way.

Jug to fill in a bit more background®l grew upin Brooklyn as aDodga@fan. | went to
Hofstra and was a campusorganizer agand theVietnam War. | grew upin alarge Jewish
family and was a DemocratN in part because | never met a Republican untl | went to college. |
worked for JohnLindsey untl New Y ork went bankrupt. Then | heard thecall of GGo west,
youngmanQand attended law schoolin lowa. After school | headed North, drawn by the
political magic of Qhe happy warriorOHubat Humphrey, to work in the Minnesota Attorney
Genaga @ office. | eventudly ran for Mayor of Saint Paul twice and won as both a Democrat



and then asa Republican. Aspat of adowntown revitalization, we bult the Xcel Energy Center
as groundzero for the State of Hockey. 1n 2008 | had therare pleasure in politics of completing
acircle: welcoming my naiond party to tha very building for our nationd convention. | served
in the Senae for six turbulent years and you know the details of how | ended up here today
rather than in Washington. Let@ just say 1®n notone of the people whoiis criticizing Bill
Bellichick thisweek for alast minute decision tha cog his team the game.

That educationin politics and leadership has led me to my thesistoday: that Americais acenter-
rightnation, which is seeking tha kind of leadership today.

First let me go through some fresh polling datatha suppots that conduson.
Slide#1

America remains a center-right country.

Generally speaking, do you consider yourself to be

conservative, moderate ...or... liberal ...on most issues?
TotalLiberal: 20% Total Conservative: 40%
37%
200 21%
— e
11%
- 9%
Very Somewhat Moderate Somewhat Very
Liberal Liberal Conservative Conservative
* Data from POS Nationd Survey

conducted August 30-September 1, 2009

You can see thisgraph leansalittleright If youdivideit into thirds it is 28%left, 37% middle
and 41%right



Oneof thereasonswhy | like basebdl istha thereis agame aimog every day. Thesamewith
politics: thereisawaysanew electionto andyze andlearn from. Let@lookat a couple of
chatsfrom 2008and jud this last Tuesday.

Chat #2
In 2008, Independents told the story.
Obama won Inds by eight, and won
overall by seven.
2008 Presidential Results by Party Overall Results
McCain: 46%
Obama: 53%
+81% 8% 799
90% 89%

52%

Total GOP Ind TotalDem
*Data from exitpolls conducted by a3
Edison Research EMcCain EBObama

President Obama may in his heart of hearts bea Gnovement liberal Obut heran as a modeate,
pod-patisan and theindgpendent voters boughtit. That 8% ggp in the middle two barsis aimos
exactly hismargin of victory in the populr vote.

I think we could show a similar decisive effect of theindgoendent vote in mog of the
presidential races of our lifetimes.

Now let® look at therecent results from Virginiaand New Jersey.



Slide3

In Virginia Deeds dlightly outperformed Obama among

Dems, but he got crushed because McDonnell scored a
resounding victory among Independent voters.
2008/2009 Virginia Election Results by Party n,vomber 2008
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Here are the 2008and 2009results oneontop of the other. Y ou see for Obama/McCain,
indgpendents are split and Obama gainsadightvictory. Butin 2009,McDonndl winsthe
independents 2-1 and winsa decisive victory in state tha only flashed bluefor oneyear.

Now onto New Jersey, asolid blue state.

%



Slide#4

The same was true in New Jersey. Chris Christie won
because he dominated among Independents.

20082009 New Jersey Election Results by Party
November 2008

+71% -4% _780%
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89%

November 2009
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*Data from exitpolls conducted by T rictia/MA ol e e v ia
Edison Researdh B Christie/McCain B Corzine/Obama "

Thisisthe same compaison: McCain/ Obamavs. Christie/Corzine. Thestory isthesame: a
narrow victory amongindegpendents won the state for Obamain 2008;alopsded preference of
those same voters for Christie sent him to a surprisngly easy victory aswell.



Hereisonemore naiond didethat | think captures the naiond trend we are seeing:

Slide#5

A majority of voters now think government is doing
too many things for the first time in 12 years.

I'm going to read you two statements about the role of government, and I'd like to know whiclh
one comes closer to your point of view.

Government is doing too many things better left to businesses and individuals.,
... OF...
Government should do more to solve problems and help meet the needs of people. @
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* Trend data from NBC/WSJ national poll of 1,005 adults, conducted April 23-26, 2009.
A Data from a national POS survey on behalf of the RSLC, condicted Augist 31- September 1, 2009. "
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This chart is all aboutGs government doing enoughor too much.O Y ou can see that through
mog of the Bush years, people thoughtgovernment was doing enough. And now suddenly for
thefirst imein twelve years, thefindingsare tha govenment is doingtoo much. | would
submit that thereis a center paint between Qoo littleGand Qoo muchGin the mindsof the
American people tha we mug find away to reach.

Now let me make an attempt to definewhat | mean by center-right America.

| will start by sayingwhat it isnot it isnotjus a@neet in themiddleCor liberal plus
congervative divided by two. | am reminded of theguy who encountered a statistician with one
footin apotof boiling water and the other in ablock of ice. He said, Orha looksterrible! How
are you doing? Thestatistician said, QVell on average, 1@n doing fine O Tha@ notwhat 1Gn
talking about



My view istha center-right America has certain noble, enduring values which can lead the
county forward boldly Dif leaders embrace them and articulate them powerfully.

If youvisit Union Stationin Washington Bamagnificent structure -- you may see the plagueof
dedicationto its architect Daniel Hudon Burnham. He wrote, ream no small dreams, for they
have no power to stir men@ souls.O

Thecenter-right vison | am talking aboutmay bemodeate in tong butit needsto bebold in
scopeandpassion.

Here are five articles of bdief that | think capture the heart of center-right America

1. They wantbetter government, notbigge government.

They don®agree with either notion that govanment is the problem or the solution for America®3
problems. Butthey dobdievein an activist role for goveanment, if that action has afew
important characteristics.

They want government action tha reforms the statusquo. As Mayor of St. Paul, all my effortsto
reform govenment by merging and consolidating city and county bureaucracy, attempts to lower
cod and improve qudity by privatizing services, and my advocacy for eduction reform,
induding charter schools, merit pay and oppotunity scholarships (vouchers!) were all rebuffed
by the defende's of the status quaN which isin large part why | became a Republican.

Thevast mgjority of the American people aren®opposd to govenment actionwhich is general
welfare oriented. They jug don®want govenment action which is a sop to entrenched special
interests.

And they want gove'nment action that has goodbang for thebudk. They want to have the
promise of effectiveness and results up frontbefore they are willing to write thecheck. (Tha®
why hedlth reform is hitting abumpy road: there is broad bi-partisan consensausthat health care
in this county needsreform, tha we mug strive to bring down cog, and keep up qudity and
access.. but center-right America doesn®just want goodintentions they want improvement). In
Minnesotawe all know the Norwegian who loved hiswife, he ALMOST told her. My friendson



the other side of the aisle may have goodintentions, but tha@ not enough-you®e gotto ddiver
onthepromise.

Theseconditem isrelated to thefirst:

2. Center-right America will only suppott taxincreasesif they are convinced it will
improve the county, andthe burden of proofis onthetax raisers.

We have alot of center-right peoplein Minnesota. Thekey iswatching howthey spend thar
own monegy. They clip store coupons They goto yard sales. They modestly mentionto thear
friendshow ittle ther cars, clothes and lawn mowers cod. It drivesthose people crazy to see
govanment take ther hard-earned money and waste it.

They bdieve govenmentis anoble inditution and deservesitsfair share. Buttheway thar tax
dollars are collected, and especially spent, iscrudd to thar attitudetoward taxes.

3. Center-right America hasan economc vision of this county asa prosperous
compditive nation that generates great jobsandworld-changng innowation.

They embrace an entrepreneurial vison rather than a collectivist vison. Do you know wha 4406
Kingswvell Ave, LosAngdes, California; 58 Bagley Ave, Detroit, Michigan; and 2066 Crist
Ave., LosAltos California have in common?Out of the garages at those addresses, began
corporate giants Disney, Ford, and Hewlett-Packard.

They trug markets that usudly work over government regulation tha occasiondly does. They
are ready to bet onthefact tha we can invent ourway out of problems and are slow to accept a
bigge govenment footprint in ther lives. They measure progress in job creation, notin
Washington bill signing ceremonies and the accumulation of debt.

4. Center-right America bdievesit istheduty of thejudiciary to interpret thelawsin light
of the original intent of the Conditution, notuse its power to make sodal changes that
legidatures are unwilling to.

Certain traditiond values and relationdhips are theanchors of our culture in turbulent times.
Thereisareason tha politicianson both sides of theaide continueto follow thewill of the
voters on such controversial issues as thelong standing definition of marriage, the bdance
between the free exercise of religion and the establishment clause of the First Amendment, and
respect for life. Andat least in Minnesota, and mog other parts of the county, pity the pditician
who comes between a citizen and his persond Second Amendment rights. And theuse of the
courts as a short-cut to changeiswrong, in my view. When the Foundes used theterm Supeme

)"



Court, they meant it was supreme amongthe courts, not supreme in the bdance of power among
thebranches. However, althoughthese sodal issues are the ones that engende the mod passion,
it would betragic if we let the passionae debae over values issues so damage our unity as
Americans tha our ability to achieve conensuson difficult issues like heath care, socal
security and nationd security is destroyed.

Andfindly,

5. Center-right America bdieves we are exceptional in theworld andview strength asthe
path to peace.

They harbor noillusonstha we are perfect butthey maintain astrongpridein America as
having, in Churchill@ phrase, @Qheworst form of government, except for al the others.O

It may seem like a bdow theradar thing but| think there is major negaive reactionin center-
right Americato President Obama bowing to the Emperor of Japan and the King of Saudi
Arabia. Courtesy isonething, butwe don®willingly surrende, even symbolicaly, tha they are
better than us

Center-right Americabdievesin astrongdefense to back up aggressive diplomacy to achieve
America@ security and economic interests. Suppat for Israel, the Middle East@ only
fundioning democracy, is pat of that aswell.

We still bdieve Lincoln@ wordsthat Americais the Qast, best hopeof earthGand think our
leaders should act accordingly.

All these values find expression in the legidative processin fiscal policy, in govanment
oveasight, intradepolicy andin renewable energy efforts. There are center-right people in both
paties, especially in the Senae where | served. There arelots of center-right mayors and
govanorsaswell: people who view pditics, in Hubet Humphrey® phrase, as Qheart of the
possible.O

Let me offer oneexample from my timein the Senate where we came togeher-and amos got
something done America needsto end its dependency onforeign oil. Energy indgpendenceisa
naiond security issue Hugo Chavez and Achmadingad would both have less bark and less bite
if we lessened our dependency onforeignoil. If you are conaerned aboutthe Middle East or
|srael @ security, you should be committed to energy indegpendence. And the pah is so clear.
More congervation, more renewables, more environmentally safe exploration-and more nudear



energy. Democrats like Kent Conrad, Mark Pryor, Mary Landrieu and Tom Carper know this.
And folks like me and John Thune Saxby Chambliss, Susan Collinsand Lindsey Graham get it.
Andwe worked togeher in 2007to lay outa comprehensve approach tha would have doneit
al--- butleadership on both sides couldn®find away to come together. For the sake of our
county, we mug do better.

Andfindly, | think a pretty goodprediction of thefuture majority in the Congress will be
which party welcomes its center-right people with its more hard core members?

Will the Republicanshold and suppot both my friendsSusan Collinsand Tom Cobum? Or will
the Democrats hold both Barbara Boxer and Blanche Lincoln? Theonetha does will stake a
legitimate claim to theindgoendents -tha will give them alasting majority with which to govern.

In 2008, American voters spokeloudand clear-- they wanted change They wanted to change
Washington--- | don©bdieve they wanted to change America.

L et me close with my favorite story aboutthe hero and expression of the center-right movement |
have been talking about Abraham Lincoln.

On Augug 13,1859 longshot candidae Lincoln was visiting the Omaha, Nebraskaareain
search of afew ddegaes. But hehad another reason for bengthere. Omahawas theterminus
of themajor eastern railroad and thetown was filled with thegreat railroad leaders. After his
day of campagning, he crossed theriver to Coundl Bluffs, lowato stay at the Pacific Hotel.
That evening, hegahered thelocal rail expertsfor dinne. Over cigars and adult beverages they
sat on the west-facing porch of the hotel and Lincoln asked, OVha@ the best rail route to the
Pacific?0 They pointed Northwest: the Platte River valley.

Almod ten yearslater, Linocoln had died. Thenaion had gonethrougha harrendouscivil war.
But the Union had been preserved and theslaves had been freed. Andonamountain passin
Utah, the @olden spikeOwas driven, completing Lincoln@ dream for thenation.

Lincoln should beour modd and ingpiration as a nation.

He based his service not on expediency or politics, buton enduiing values.



He built ateam of rivals who had the strength to guide the naion throughterrible troubles.

He embraced the noblest vision of America and therefore dreamed great dreams.

That is my hopeand expectationfor America, because | bdieve tha is our hopeand expectation
for ourselves as naion. All we need nowistheLinoolnsto give ustheleadership we want and
deserve.

Norman Vincent Peale putit thisway. He chdlenged people to see theworld this way:

Become a possibilitarian. No matter how dark things seem, or actudly areE. aways see the
possibilities because they are aways, always there.

That istheultimate value of center-right, and all, Americans We are always awork in progress,
butwe bdieve degply tha progressis always beng made

Thank you very much.



